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uba Prisoner]
Deal Rumored|

Drug, Food Swap
By Donovan Seen

By MIRIAM OTTENBERG
Star Staff Writer

[ fon nvansom money.  The|
“Tpod and medicine offer is aj

iater development,
Havana Trip Forecast 3

The ramors circulating herei
are to the effect that Mr. Don-"
ovan has been negotiating Wi(:h!’
Mr. Castro by telepherié tol
trade the prisoners for food in-|
stead of “cash and that he will}
complete the negotiations with|

a trip to Havana in the nei?tj

SWEDT Cuban
refugee ‘communities in Wash-
ington, New York and Miami |
that the attorney who negoti-
ated the releae of U-2 Pilot
Francis Gary Powers is now on
the verge of engineering g
trade of food and medicine for
more than 1,100 Cuban inva-
sion prisoners. .

The attorney, James B. Don-
ovan, refused to confirm or jj
deny rumors that freeing of |
the prisoners is imminent. Hel
previously had acknowledged /|
that he has been in touch with !
Fidel Castro’s government and, i
if necessary, will go to Havana !
to enfer into direct negotia- '
tions. ;

The situation has become !
steadily worse for the brisoners.
still held sin¢e the abortive in-
vasion last year. One recently
released man looked as if he
had come out of gz wartime :
concentration camp. !

Hunmn;tgrlqn Appeals

Mr. Donovan's approach toi
the Cuban governmenf has!
been based on humanitarian!
appeals. He has made the point
that he wangs to see what ean.
be done by the American peo- |
ple to help the Cuban people. |

That’s why the approach has|
been an offer of food, med-!
Icine and other essentials des- |
berately needed by al the,
Cuban people. Earlier ap-.
proaches dealt first with trac-|
tors and then with ecash toi
ransom the prisoners. i

Mr. Donovan is general coun-
sel for the Cuban Families
Committee for Liberation of
Prisoners of War. A committee:
of prominent Americans formed !
in June to help the Cuban Fam-
ilies Committee first aimed at
sponsoring a, drive for $62 mil.

few days. i

Various dates have beéen cir-i
culated as to when the deal is
to be consummated. One Cuban
source put the date at. Wednes-
day, while another said it would:
be Augudt 30. There was gen-.
eral agreement, however, that
an impoftant development is
due soon.

Mr. Castro has put ransom
lags on gll the prisoners held
<ince thejinvasion, with prices
ranging from $25,000 to $500,-
100." Only six have been re-
icased soifar on his ferms,
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